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And Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafely, every man under 
his vine, and under his fig tree, from Dan even to 
Beerſheba, all | the days of Solomon. | 


OVEREICN princes have often raiſed 
F 9 their own greatneſs and grandeur, up- 
2 on the poverty and depreſſion of their 
ſubjects. But Solomon purſued a 
more juſt, as well as a more wiſe and 

| ME" | honorable courſe ; and raiſed himſelf 
to the ſummit of human glory, by ſeeking and promot- 
ing the higheſt happineſs of his kingdom. The firſt 
and principal ſtep, which he took, to reach this noble 
and benevolent purpoſe, was, to cultivate and main- 
| tain mutual peace, with all the neighboring nations. 
He never gave them any juſt provocation to wage war 


with 


4 


with him; nor took any unjuſt occaſion to wage war 


with them. This prudent and pacific conduct pro- 
moted the proſperity of his people; and, at the ſame 
time, ſpread the fame of his wiſdom and policy among 
the greateſt princes of the earth. Accordingly, the 
ſacred hiſtorian firſt informs us, that * Solomon had 
peace on all ſides round about him.“ In the next 

words we are told,“ Judah and Iſrael dwelt naely, 
every man under his vine, and under his fig tree, from 
Dan even to Beerſheba, all the days of Solomon.“ 
And, as the natural conſequence of his wiſe and peace- 
ful reign, we read, in the concluſion of the chapter, 
ct There came of all people to hear the wiſdom of Sol- 


omon, from all the kings of the earth, which had heard 


of his wiſdom.” - The hand, as well as: the counſel of 
the Deity, was concerned i in all this national proſperity. - 


For God promiſed to give Dayid a ſon and ſucceſſor, 


who ſhould be a prince of peace. © Behold, a ſon 
ſhall be born unto thee, who ſhall be a man of reſt ; 


and I will give him ret from all his enemies round a- 
bout : For bis name ſhall be Solomon, and 7 will give 
_ .eace and quietneſs unto Iſrael, in his days,” It ap- 
pears, from this prediQion, that Solomon was only the 
inſtrument, in the hand of God, of promoting the 
peace and proſperity of his people. And taking our 
text in this connection, it ur ſuggeſts this gene- 


ral obſeryation ; 12 
It is God who beſtows the grea bleſſing of national 
peace. | 
To, place this ſubjeRi in; a clear and route gh, 
Mita. 
ys Show 
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I. Show that it is God, who beſtow national peace: 
And, N UBT 
II. Show that national peace is a great national 
bialling. 
I. I am to ſhow, that i it is God, who beſtows nation- 
al-peace. 


T bis God claims as his peculiar prerogative. * 1 
58 the light, and create darkneſs: I make peace, and 
create evil. I the Lord do all theſe things.“ Again 
we read, The Lord ſitteth King forever. The Lord 
will give ſtrength unto his people ; the Lord will bleſs 
his people with peace.” The voice of Scripture here 
concurs with the voice of reaſon. National peace ts 
one of the links in the great chain of providence, 
and, of conſequence, comes under the divine direc- 

an. It belongs to God, to determine when, and 
where, national peace ſhall be enjoyed. And it is ea- 
ſy to ſee how God can give this bleſſing to different 
nations, notwithſtanding their native 8 and * 
neſs. For, 

1. God can make it the mutual intereſt of iber 
ng and foreign nations to be at peace with each oth- 
er. This was the caſe in the days of Solomon. By 
the inſtrumentality of David, God had delivered his 
people from their enemies, and put them in poſſeſſion 
of all the land, which he had promiſed to give them. 
This we are expreſsly told in the context. © And Sol- 
omon reigned over all the kingdoms, from the river un- 
to the land of the Philiftines, and unto the border of E- 
gypt.“ The children of Iſrael had gained as large a 
territory, and ſecured as great advantages, as they had 


asg any 


. 

any grounds to expett, or even to deſire. And, onthe 
other hand, their neighbors bad no reaſon to flatter 
themſelves, that it would be for their intereſt to at- 
tack the people of God, in their preſent ſtate of ſtrength 
ds nd proſperity. All things, therefore, conſpired with 
the policy of Solomon, to cultivate national peace. 
'Juſt fo God is able to unite the hearts of other na- 
tions, by uniting their intereſts. It has long been a 
maxim in politics, that national intereſt is the firſt 
principle of national policy. It 1s only for God, 
therefore, to make it the mutual intereſt of different 
nations to be at peace with each other, and they them. 
ſelves will naturally ſeek and promote this n 
object. Beſides, 

2. God is able to govern the hearts of nations, 
and, in that way, diſpoſe. them to mutual peace and 
harmony. It was a proverb in Iſrael, & The king's 
heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of 
water: He turnethit whitherſoever he will.” There 
is a ſupreme power in every nation; and the men, 
who poſſeſs that power, have the right of making 
war, or peace. But the hearts of thoſe very men 
are in the hand of the Lord, who has a ſupreme con- 
trol over all their views and deſigns. God ſtandeth 
in the congregation of the mighty ; and while they 
ate deliberating upon the moſt important of all na- 
tional concerns, he is able to turn their hearts, and 
voices, and exertions, to national peace. This pow- 
er of diſpoſing the hearts of nations to peace, God 
ſignally diſplayed, thrice every year, in his ſpecial 
providence towards the natyra} enemies of his choſen 


people, 
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people. Thrice in che year fhall all your male 


children appear before the Lord God, the God of 
Iſrael. For I will caſt out the nations before theey 
and enlarge thy borders: Neither ſhall any man deſire 
thy land, when thou ſhalt go up to rer before the 
Lord thy God thrice in the year.“ On thoſe great 
occaſions, God preſerved his people from the power 
and depredation of their enemies, by aQtually diſpoſ- 
ing their hearts to peace. Indeed, national peace 
muſt always be aſcribed to the mediate, or immediate 
influence of the Deity, upon the hearts of men. 
When any nation dwell ſafely, every man under his 
vine, and under his fig tree, they ought to conſider 


this public bleſſing, as coming from the band and 


goodneſs of God. I proceed to ſhow, 
II. That national peace is a great national bleſſing. 
So long as Solomon had peace on all ſides round 
about him, it diffuſed univerſal happineſs through his 
widely extended kingdom. National peace is natu- 
rally productive of the greateſt national proſperity. 
This will appear, if we conſider a variety of particulars. 
1. National peace naturally tends to increaſe the 


numbers of a people. It was promiſed to Abrahant 


as a great bleſſing, that his ſeed ſhould be extremely 
numerous. This bleſſing is diminiſhed by war, but 
promoted by peace. The ſeed of Abraham, at cer- 
tain ſeaſons, were miniſhed and brought low, by war, 
and its natural attendants. But, in times of peace, 
they rapidly increaſed again. And, perhaps, they 
never increaſed with greater rapidity, than in the long 
and peafeul reign of Solomon, Accordingly, w we 
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* 
are told, in our context, that ® Judah and Iſrael were 
Many, as the ſand which is by the ſea in multitude.” 
National peace preſetved them from the ſword and 
peſlilence, which commonly: go hand in band, and 
make dreadful havoc of the lives of men. It is al- 
moſt incredible how faſt a'people will increaſe in num- 
bers, while they are free from public and waſting ca- 
lamities. And the increaſe of numbers not only adds 
to the happineſs of a people, but to the glory of their 
government. So Solomon thought, and ſo he faid. 
& In the multitude of people is the king's honor: But 
in the want of people is the deſtruction of the prince.” 
How valuable is national peace, which preſerves the 
lives of millions, 150 adds nme "AR ner of 
r 
| \ 2. National peace direQtly tends to promote nation- 
al wealth, Wealth is a temporal favor to nations, as 
well as to individuals, though it be often perverted 
and abuſed by both. Solomon fays, „ The bleſſing 
of the Lord maketh rich,” and he addeth no ſorrow 
with it.” Peace is the parent of wealth. For peace 
| promotes induſtry, induſtry promotes commerce, and 
commerce promotes the wealth of any nation. The 
national peace, in the reign of Solomon, promoted 
a very extenſive and lucrative commerce, which 
made both the prince and the people immenſely rich. 
This the pen of. inſpiration has recorded, for the j in- 
ftruQion of all future ages. * Now the weight of 
Id that came to Solomon in one year was fix hun- 
dred three ſcore and fix talents, beſide that he had 
of the merchant men, and of the traffic of the ſpice 
Dy. | merchants, 


9 
merchants, and of all the kings of Arabia, and of the 
governors of the country. The king had at ſea a na- 
vy of Tharſhiſh, with the navy of Hiram. Once in 
- three years came the navy of Tharſhiſh, bringing gold, 
and filver, ivory, apes, and peacocks. So Solomon 


exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches. And 


-cedar made he to be as the ſycamore trees that are 
in the vale for abundance.” While a nation enjoys 
the bleſſing of peace, its individuals are at full liberty 
to cultivate the earth, and purſue every lucrative call- 
ing. Peace, likewiſe, opens the ports of numerous 
nations, and gives them a fair opportunity of exchang- 
ing the fruits of their own Ny oe the a of 
the world. | 


the king made filver to be — as ſtones, and 


g. National peace » has a kidpy W upon eve- | 


ry branch of human knowledge. Leiſure and learning 
go together. While any people are free from the 
- terrors and diſtreſſes of war, and are increaſing in num- 
bers and wealth, they have time and opportunity for 
turning their attention to mental improvements. The 
long and uninterrupted peace, which Solomon enjoy- 
ed, was the happy occaſion of the aſtoniſhing advan- 


ces, which he made, in the various branches of ſci- 


. ence. . He was no leſs celebrated for his knowledge, 
than for his wealth and magnificence. We are told, 
in the context, that Solomon's wiſdom excelled. the 
wiſdom of all the children of the eaſt country, and all 
the wiſdom of Egypt. For he was wiſer than all mem; 
than Ethan the Ezrabite, and Heman, and Chalcoh and 
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countries round about. And he ſpake three thouſand | 
_- Proverbs: And his ſongs were athouſand and five. 
And he ſpake of trees, from the gedar; tree that is in 


Lebanon, even unto the hyſſop that ſpringeth out of 


the wall: And he ſpake alſo of beaſts, and of fowls, 
and of creeping things, and of ſiſnes. The peace and 
proſperity of his kingdom, gave Solomon a happy op- 


portunity of purſuing his own ſtudies, and of encour- 


aging the ſons of ſcience, to diffuſe 'uſeful knowledge 


through: every part of his extenſive dominions. 


Learning never flouriſhed, but under the united in- 
fluence of wealth and power. The Greeks and Ro- 


mans became rich and. powerful, before they bad ei- 


ther leiſure, or inclination, to turn their attention to 


the uſeful and liberal arts. But, after their conqueſts 


had put them in poſſeſſion of wealth and peace, they 


carried agriculture, manufatures, commerce, archi- 
tecture, poetry, ſculpture, and painting, to a ſurpriſ- 
ing degree of perfection. National peace has always 


bad a tendency to promote national knowledge. The 
nobleſt works of genius, in the moſt refined nations 


of Europe, have been brought forth, not in the din 
of arms, but under the calm and auſpicious influence 
of public peace. Henee, the hiſtory of ages aſſures 
us, that the friends of ſcience have R been 
the enemies of wa. 4 | 1 
4. National peace affords a Rumble: me 
for forming public deſigns and performing public 
works. Every riſing nation. find, that, in order to be 


happy as well as reſpectable, they muſt build cities, 
erect churches, endow 1 open n make 


bridges, 
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bridges, repair highways, remove public nuiſances, 


and perform many other expenſive works of general 


utility. To promote ſuch national objeQs was highly 


reputable among the Romans, in the zenith of cheir 
proſperity: Pliny congratdlates one of bis ftiends 
upon being appointed a ſurveyor of the highways ; 
an office, to which even he, and Cæſar himſelf, had 


been promoted. It is only when nations are ſettled 
in peace, that they can form and execute public de- 


ſigns. One principal end, which God had in view, 


in giving peace to Iſrael, in the reign of Solomon, 
was to afford them leiſure to build the Temple, and 
to perform other great and uſeful works, which ſhould 
raiſe their dignity and glory in the ſight of ſutround- 
ing nations, and in the view of future ages. And 
David ſaid, Solomon my ſon is young and tender, and 
the houſe that is to be builded for the Lord muſt be 
exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout 
all countries. Then he called for Solomon his ſon, 
and charged him to build an houſe for the Lord God 
of Iſrael, And David ſaid to Solomon, My ſon, as 
for me, it was in my mind to build an houſe unto the 
name of the Lord my God: But the word of the 
Lord came to me, ſaying, Thou haſt ſhed blood a- 
bundantly, and haſt made great wars: Thou ſhalt not 
build an houſe unto my name, becauſe thou haſt ſhed 
much blood upon the carth in my fight. Bebold, a 
ſon ſhall be born unto thee, who ſhall be a man of 
reſt ;' and I will give him reſt from all his enemies 

round about: For his name ſhall be Solomon, and I 


wilt give peace and quietneſs unto Iſrael.in'his days. 
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He ſhall build an houſe for my name.“ The Tem- 
ple, which Solomon built, was the moſt rich and 
magnificent ſtructure, that ever was raiſed by the 
band of man. It was ſeven years in building 3 it 
daily employed above an hundred thouſand work- 
men; and there was more gold and ſilver expend- 
ed in adorning it, than is now in circulation in all 
the nations of Europe. And, after he had ſiniſh- 
ed this great work, he ſtill went on to build cities 
and palaces; and to make Jeruſalemy: the ſeat of 
his kingdom, the metropolis of the world. Such 
vaſt and important deſigns were accompliſhed; in 
the long and peaceful reign of Solomon. And 
when any nation enjoy peace on all ſides round 
about them, they have the faireſt opportunity of 
ſorming and of executing deſigns of public utility 
and importance. In this view, national peace is 
highly conducive to the general good: ot: eyety _ 

community. 
5+ It is the direct tendency of nations} peace to 
promote perſonal as well as public proſperity.. There 
is no other national bleſſing ſo extenſive in its kindly 
influence, It pervades every part of à nation, and 
yields a peculiar pleaſure” to high and low, rich and 
poor, young and old; It looks, with a mild and 
cheering aſpeA, upon every individual, and inereaſes 
every other public and private bleſſing. In the 
peaceful reign of Solomon, all his ſubje&s appeared 
to be in a ſtate of real happineſs and ſelf enjoyment, 
This is expreſsly mentioned as the fruit of national 
— Judah and Iſrael were many, as the ſand 
which 


13 
which is by the ſea in multitude, eating, and drinking, 
and making merry.” Theſe expreſſions cannot mean 
carnal mirth and levity; but that ſerenity and cheerful · 
neſs of mind, which God required his people to feel an d 
expreſs, in a ſtate of outward. proſperity. Unive r- 
ſal peace diffuſes: univerſal: joy through any coi n- 
munity. While they dwell ſafely, and fit uno ier 
their vines and fig trees, none being able to mike 
them afraid, they enjoy a train of pleaſing ref iec- 
tions. The idea of ſafety, wich reſpect to -our- 
ſelves, our friends, and our country, is not only 
agreeable in its own nature; but it alſo gives a high 
reliſh to every other earthly enjoyment. Happy 


is that people that is in ſuch a caſe; that the ere is 


no breaking in, nor going out; and no compla ining 
in the ſtreets. This was the caſe of Iſrael i n the 
peaceful reign of Solomon. And this is the | caſe 
of any nation, who enjoy the Wi of uni verſal 
peace. I may add, 

6. National peace is very friendly to the in have 
of religion. During the peaceful reign of Sol omon, 
religion greatly flouriſhed. As ſoon as he w as fixt 
upon the throne, he invited the people to go with 
him to Gibeon, where he offered ſacrifices, a nd call- 
ed upon God for wiſdom, to enable him to d iſcharge 
the weighty duties, which ſhould devolve uj gon him, 
in the courſe of his reign. His prayer was gracioul- 
ly. heard and abundantly anſwered. When he had 
finiſhed the Temple, he conſecrated. it to i he ſervice 
of the Deity, with great folemnity and devotion, 
which met the approbation of Heaven, Nor did he ſtop 
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14 
bere; but, by bis example and authority, promoted 

the regular and ſolemn worſhip of God in his houſe. 

e Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the 
Lord on the altar of the Lord, which he had built 
before the porch, even after a certain rate every day, 
offering according to the commandment of Moſes, on 
the ſabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the ſol- 
en feaſts, three times in a year, even in the feaſt of 
unleavened bread, and in the feaſt of weeks, and in' 
the feaſt of tabernacles. And he appointed, according 
totheorderof David his father, the courſes of the prieſts 
to their ſervice, and the Levites to their charges, to praiſe 
and miniſler before the prieſts, as the duty of every day 

required. And they departed not from the command- 
ment of the king unto the prieſts and Levites, concern- 
ing any matter.” Such was the happy influence of na- 
tional peace upon religion, in Solomon's reign. And 
it had the ſame effect in the reigns of other pious and 
pacific princes. All the revivals, of religion, which 
we have an account of in the ſucceeding reigns, were 

in times of national peace. Of Aſa we are told, 
In his days the land was quiet ten years. And Aſa 
did that which was good and right in the eyes of the 
Lord his God. For he took away the altars of the 
range gods, and the high places, and brake doun 
the images, and cut down the groves, and command- 
ed Judah to ſeek the Lord God of their fathers, and 
to do the law and commandment.” His fon Jehoſh- 
aphat was a great reformer, and- promoted the cauſe 
of religion, in a time of peace. Accordingly it is 
ſaid, “ The fear of the Lord fell upon all the king- 
doms 


** 
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doms of the lands that were round about Judah, ſo 
that they made no war againſt FJehoſhaphat.” There 
was another revival of religion in Hezekiah's peace- 
ful reign. And another after. that, in the peaceful 
reign of Joſiah. - Indeed, public peace and true relig- 
ion have always promoted each other. It is the nat- 
p ural tendency of peace in any nation, who enjoy di- 
vine revelation, to promote the intereſt of religion. 

And in this view eſpecially, the reign of Solomon is 
repreſented, by the Pfalmiſt, as a type of the future 

' ſpread of religion, and proſperity of the Church, un- 

der the reign of the Prince of peace. * In his days 

ſhall the righteous flouriſh ; and abundance of peace 

ſo long as the moon endureth. He ſhall have do- 

minion alſo from ſea to ſea, and from the river un- 

to the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the 
wilderneſs ſhall bow before him ; and- his enemies 

' ſhall lick the duſt. The kings of Tarſhiſh and of 

the Iſles ſhall bring preſents ; the kings of Sheba 

and Seba ſhall offer gifts. Yea, all kings ſhall fall 

dovn before him: All nations ſhall ferve him.” As 

- ſoon as univerſal peace ſhall reign, and men ſhall 

beat their ſwords into ploughſhares and their ſpears 
into pruning hooks, this glorious prediction ſhall 
be fully accomplifhed. Our Savior was born in 
- a time of peace, and he ſhall reign in a time of 
peace. The peace of nations always has been, and 
always will be, highly favorable to the cauſe of re- 
ligion. In a word, national peace ſerves to pro- 
mote every national intereſt,: and is the 1 of 

all national bleſſings. 
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IMPROVEMENT. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. 1F peace be the greateſt national blefling, then 
war is the greateſt national calamity. War and peace 
are diametrically oppoſite to each other, i in their na- 
ture and tendency. War tends to deſtroy all that 
. proſperity, which peace tends to produce. War di- 
miniſhes the numbers and waſtes the wealth of nations. 
War obſtructs the progreſs of ſcience, and deſtroys 
the works of ages. War corrupts the hearts and lives 
of men, and wounds the intereſts of religion and mo- 
rality. War ſpreads a general gloom over the beau- 
tiful face of nature, diſturbs the peace and deſtroys 
the hopes of families, and pierces the boſoms of old 
and young with the keeneſt anguiſh and diſtreſs, It 
is impoſlible to paint the horrors of war, and all its 
attendant miſeries. It will appear in its trueſt light 
in contraſt with the bleſſings of peace. And to view 
it in this dreadful light, we need only turn our eyes 
to Europe. It has there ſpilt the blood of millions. 
It has there trampled upon all laws, human and di- 
vine. It has there laid waſte the labors and wiſdom 
of ages. It has there ſpread ignorance, infidelity, vice, 
and miſery, through a large portion of the globe. 
In a word, war is the calamity of calamities, and the 
greateſt of all natural and national evils. 

2. If peace be the greateſt of national bleſſings, 
then it is the wiſdom of thoſe, who poſſeſs the ſu- 
preme power in any nation, to promote and maintain 
this deſirable and important object. Solomon was 

the 


17 
the greateſt and wiſeſt prince, that ever ſwayed a 
royal ſceptre. He was wiſer than all men. The 
greateſt- princes ' admired his wiſdom, and placed 
themſelves as pupils at his feet. And this wiſeſt of 
men and of princes was a prince of peace. He had 
a juſt ſenſe of the importance of ſaving his people 
from the evils of war, and of turning their attention 
and exertions to the arts of peace. And through a 
long reign of forty years, he maintained peace on all 
ſides round about him, and raiſed his kingdom to the 
firſt rank among the kingdoms of men. This is a no- 
ble example, which it is not beneath the greateſt prin- 
ces and potentates of the earth to imitate. + There is 
nothing of ſo much importance as war, that is com- 
monly - undertaken with ſo little coolneſs and pru- 
dence. It is much more frequently the reſult of fol- 
ly, than the fruit of wiſdom. From whence come 
wars and fightings ? Do they not too often come from 
the bittereſt paſſions of human nature ? It highly con- 
cerns thoſe,. who hold the reins of government, and 
carry in their hands the lives and intereſls of their 
ſubjeQts, to take. good, advice, before they make war. 
This was Solomon's counſel, and Solomon's conduct. 
Near the [cloſe of his reign, ſome. of his neighbors 
gave him juſt, grounds of offence ; but he had more 
viſdom, than to chaſtiſe their inſolence, at the ex- 
penſe of the peace and poser of his own * 
dom. 

3. If it be the natural * of — — 
to promote national proſperity ; then it is the wiſdom 
of a s people, to do all in their power, to retain this 

C invaluable 
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invaluable bleſſing. A proſperous people are very 
prone to forget the ſource of their proſperity, and ta 
become extremely ſtupid, avaricious, and revenge 
ful. Theſe are the paſſions, which naturally enkindle 
the ſpirit of war. And when the ſpirit of war has inflam-« 
ed and infatuated the minds of a people, they are deafto 
the voice of reaſon, and blind to the motives of intereſt, 
. While they feel the powerful impulſe of malignant paſ- 
ſions, they would much rather ſacrifice their own inter- 
eſt and happineſs, than fail to pour their vengeance on 
the head of their enemies. How often have all the pow- 
ers engaged in war, been heartily ſorry, before they 
finiſhed it, that they forſook the way of peace, and 
ſpread their paths with miſery and deſtruQtion ! Af. 
ter the flame of war has once broken out, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to reſtrain its fury, until it bas great- 
ly weakened, diminiſhed, and exhauſted all the par- 
ties concerned. No people can ſuffer the ſpirit of 
war to ſeize their breaſts, without expoſing themſelves 
to the folly and danger of adopting raſh and precip- 
itate meaſures, which they will always have reaſon to 
regret. It is, therefore, the wiſdom of any nation, 
who enjoy the bleſſing of peace, to cultivate a cool 
and pacific ſpirit ; and, if poſſible, to avoid the hor- 
rors and calamities of war. The beginning of pub- 
lic as well as of private ſtrife, is as when one letteth 
out water; therefore, let us, in this land of peace, leave 
off wars and fightings before they are meddled with. 
4. We learn, from what has been ſaid, that we are 
under peculiar obligations to God, for the beſtow- 
ment and continuance of our national peace. For 
5 thirteen 
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thirteen years paſt, we have dwelt ſafely, fitting under 
our vines and fig trees, none being able to make us 
afraid. Before this peaceful period commenced, we 
| were engaged in a long and bloody conteſt with Brit- 
n. And though we eſtabliſhed our independence, 
and took a rank among the nations of the earih; yet, 
at the cloſe of the war, we found ourſelves in a mil. 
erable ſtate of poverty, anarchy, and depreſſion. 
But the happy return of peace ſoon revived our 
| hopes, enlarged our views, and awakened' our atten- 
tion to the national intereſt. Particular States re- 
viewed and reviſed their particular forms of govern- 
ment. This wiſe and prudent meaſure naturally led 
them to deviſe and adopt another, of ſtill greater im 
portance ; which was, to frame a federal conſtitution, 
that ſhould give them a national capacity, and ſecure 
their national intereſts. 'And as ſoon as this new 'and 
excellent government was eſtabliſhed, it put a new 
face upon all our public affairs. It ſpread a ſpirit of 
induſtry, and enterpriſe, through all parts of the Un- 
ion. And it is almoſt incredible, what wonders we 
have wrought, by our united and vigorous exertions. 
How many new . plantations have we made! How 
many cities have we founded ! How many large and 
coſtly bridges have we conſtrutted ! How many uſe- 
ful and expenfive canals have we opened ! How many 
manufaQories have we ſet up! How many well regulat- 
ed ſchemes of commerce have we deviſed and adopt- 
ed! How many colleges and ſeminaries of learning 
have we erefted !' How many public libraries have 
we colleged ! And how many men of ſcience have 
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we raiſed up and qualified for public uſefulneſs! Noi 
have we altogether neglected the great intereſts of re- 
ligion. For, while we have been increaſing in num- 
bers, we have been extending our ſettlements over 
vaſt tracts of our new. acquired territory, where e 
have carried the goſpel, planted new churches, and 
ſupplied many of them, with able and faithful Paſtors. 
Ever ſince the ravages of war have ceaſed, and the 
bleſſing of peace has come upon us, we have rapidly 
increaſed in numbers, in wealth, in knowledge, and 
in every thing, which is. really n to national 
proſperity. jor 71 IG Lai 

And now all this is chiazdly: N to che Su- 
preme Governor of the univerſe, who has been pleal- 
ed to bleſs our nation with peace. We have more 
than once beea threatened with internal convulſions 
and foreign invaſions. But, through the bleſſing of 
God upon the wiſe, prudent, and pacific meaſures of 
our Political Father, ve have happily maintained 
peace on all ſides round about us; while other na- 
tions have been groaning under the complicated mil. 
eries of war. We ſtand ſurrounded and diſtinguiſh- 
ed, by the bleflings of heaven. God has crowned 
the cloſing year, with his goodneſs ; and plentifully 
ſupplied us, with the bounties of his providence. 
We are become numerous, as the ſand which is by 
the ſea in multitude. A pleaſing proſpe lies before 
us. We ſee our friends, our neighbors, and our 
countrymen, eating, and drinking, and making mer- 
ry. The voice of peace, of health, and of plenty, 
is heard from Dan even to Beerſheba, from one end 
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ol our land to the other. Never, perhaps, had we 
more occaſion of gratitude to our ſovereign and kind 
Benefactor, than on this preſent auſpicious anniver- 
ſary. We have abundant reaſon to call upon our 
ſouls and all that is within us, to bleſs and praiſe the 
Lord, for all his goodneſs and wonderful works to our 
peaceful and proſperous nation. And here two very 
ſerious and weighty conſiderations naturally occur, 
to preſs upon our minds the duty of gratitude for our 
national peace. 

Firſt, If we are ungrateful for this diflinguiſhing 
favor of God, we ſhall juſtly provoke him to deſtroy | 
our proſperity, and chaſtiſe our ingratitude, by the 
hand of our enemies. This was the method which 
he took to puniſh his own peculiar people, for mur- 
muring and complaining under the happy and peace- 
ful reign of Solomon. As ſoon as that great, and 
wiſe, and prudent prince was laid in his tomb, the 
ſtate of his kingdom was ſuddenly and totally chang- 
ed. The horrors of war ſucceeded the bleſſings of 
peace. The infatuated people placed Jeroboam the 

ſon of Nebat upon the throne of Iſrael, who corrupt- 
ed and divided the nation, and finally involved them 
in the moſt unnatural and bloody war, that they, or any 
other people, ever experienced. In one day, and in 
one batile, five hundred thouſand Iſraelites were flain 
by the hands of their brethren. - In the ſame ſevere 
and exemplary manner, God is able to puniſh us, 
if we are ungrateful for our national proſperity. 
Though we are, this day, rejoicing in univerſal peace 
and ſecurity ; yet, before another ſuch joyful anniver- 
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_ tary returns, we may hear the noiſe of warriors, and 
\ behold the diſtreſſing fight of garments rolled in blood. 


I would not, however, ſuggeſt, that there is a proba- 
bility of ſuch a ſudden tranſition from peace to war. 
But this we know to be true, there is a dark 
cloud ariſing, which ſpreads a gloom over all our 
promiſing proſpetts. The nations of Europe are in 
arms ; and ſome of them wiſh to diſturb our peaceful 
and proſperous ſtate of neutrality. And ſhould we 
be unthankful to God for his diſtinguiſhing favors, 
and deſpiſe the hand of his juſtice ; we may reaſona- 
bly expeR, that blood and violence will be the fruit 
of our ingratitude and folly. | 

; Beſides, we ought to conſider, in the ſecond — 
that nothing but fincere gratitude to the Author of all 
our mercics can ſecure us againſt the deſtructive in- 
fluence of national proſperity. The bounties of Proy- 
idence naturally tend to deſtroy an ungrate ful people. 
Pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs, 
proved the ruin of the ungrateful inhabitants of Sod- 
om and Gomorrah. National proſperity gradually 
brought on the declenſion and overthrow of the moſt 
renowned nations of antiquity. And before God had 
put his people in poſſeſſion of the land of promiſe, 
he ſolemnly cautioned them againſt the dangers of 
peace and proſperity. © Beware leſt when thou haſt 
eaten and art full, and haſt built goodly houſes and 
dwelt therein ; and when thy herds and thy flocks 
multiply, and thy ſilver and thy gold is multiplied 
and all that thou haſt is multiplied ; then thine 


heart be lifted up, and. thou forget the Lord thy 
God, 


Cod, and ſay in thine heart, My power, and the-might 


of mine hand, hath gotten me this wealth. If thou do at 


all forget the Lord thy God, 1 teſtify againſt you this 
day, that ye ſhall ſurely periſh.” But notwithſtand- 
ing this ſeaſonable and folemn admonition to grati- 
tude, the peace and proſperity of Iſrael, from time to 
time, corrupted their morals, deſtroyed their relig- 
jon, and expoſed them to the ſevereſt marks of the di- 
vine diſpleaſure. Human nature is ſtill the fame ; and 
national power and wealth may have the ſame fatal 
Influence upon us, that they have had upon other na- 

tions of the earth. Let us therefore maintain a deep 
and habitual ſenſe of the great and diſtinguiſhing 
goodneſs of God towards our rifing and flouriſhing 
republic, that it may be a lengthening out of our pub- 
lic peace and tranquillity. May theſe ſerious and in- 
tereſting motives to gratitude deeply affect all our 
hearts, and excite us to give unto God, the glory, 
which is due to his name, for our national proſperity. 
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